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In Zion and Bryce Canyon National Parks, erosion has wrought extravagant rock
formations and river-carved canyons, creating high-desert spectacles that defy
description as much as gravity. Zion, laced with an extensive network of trails, offers vast
valley overlooks and stunning sheer sandstone cliffs. Just to the east, bizarre outcrops
and vermilion limestone amphitheaters have earned Br yce Canyon a r e}
most <col or ful of nati onal parks. o On this E
and along spectacular plateaus, wander among sparse forests of juniper and pine, and at
daydés end rest in comfortable Southwest | odc¢

DAY 1
Meet your Backroads Trip Leaders (the folks wearing &tudrasds st

Imporrant Facts

at a glance 11:30 a.m. in the lobby of the @rpstal {45 a.m. in the Idbbgrafas Best
6 DAYS, 5 NIGHTS Valuénn in St. George, Blease arrive dressed in your hiking gtmthes w
Click here for departure dates ~ daypack hahdy.” E<mmdqgdi b ! 2?2 k\ modi bE

and pricing details

SHUTTLE TO ZION NATIONAL PARK 1% HOURS

WATCHMAN MESA TRAIL 3 MILES (450-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
ROUTE RATING

Levels 113 Welcome to the Beehive State! After meeting in St. George, we shuttlesutihd
See below for details. Virgin River, just outside Zion National Park (4,048 feet), for a picnic lunch. Frc
itds a quick dr i veup hike ot theeWatthman Nesaorlfai

moderate climb to a lookout with stunning canyon views of the Tower3/afin.

Following the hike, settle in at our home for the next three nights, the moderr
Pear | Il nn, | ocated in nearby Spring:t
time during your stay t o e nmklingswimmingpod
Tonightds dinner at the Switchback (
Lodging: Desert Pearl Inn

DAY 2
SCOUT LOOKOUT 4 MILES (1,000-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

LONGER OPTION: ANGELS LANDING 5 MILES (1,500-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
OPTIONAL EMERALD POOLS 2 MILES (500-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

The best way to discover Zion National Park is by hiking its network of trails wit
that candt be seen from the roads. 1
i f h e i ghothes yod)odbagins with a steady, steep climb above the r
Refrigerator Canyon before a challl
switchbacks carved into the cliff. From Scout Lookout, you can continue to
Landing, a sheer wedgeratk looming 1,500 feet above the valley floor. The las
mile to the landing runs along a steep, narrow ridge with a dizzyiofj dnogither side
A chain bolted into the rock steadies you on the way up. It sounds scarier tl
however, angt o u 6 | | see people of all ages
The view from the landing is a dB@ree panorama of soaring rock faces an


http://www.backroads.com/trips/wzbq
http://www.backroads.com/trips/wzbq

yawning abyss of Zion Canyon. I f yolu

S trail to Emerald Pools natural spring with small cascades
7 WgV This evening a local naturalist joi
Our Accommodations human history and answer your questions. Dinner tonight is at the Bit & Spur, ar

Casual Inns

and saloorLodgindesert Pearl Inn

DESERT PEARL INN
(3 nights) Guest rooms at this DAY 3

welcoming riverside lodge have
balconies overlooking the OBSERVATION POINT TRAIL 8 MILES (2,200-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

stunning cliﬁ;ls tlJf Zion. SHORTER OPTION: ECHO CANYON 4 MILES (1,000-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
Springdale
phone: 888-828-0898 OPTIONAL WEEPING ROCK TRAIL 0.5 MILE (100-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

or 435-772-8888

OPTIONAL HIDDEN CANYON TRAIL 1 MILE
www.desertpearl.com

NARROWS HIKE 5 MILES (250-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
BRYCE CANYON LODGE _ .
(2 nights) This simple park lodge F U € | up with a hearty breakfast this

is on the National Historic  ~ more than a 2,0600t climb in just over 4 miles, the trail to Observation Point i
Register and i ¢ ~ . .
throw from the canyon rim. most strenuous of the tfipbut thesweeping canyon vistas are worth the effort. #
Bryce Canyon the way, an optional detour on Weeping Rock Trail leads to hanging gardens ai
phone: 435-834-5361 of cliffside springs. | f youdre f-tei

www.brycecanyonlodge.com . .
excursion through a gorgerssrow you can touch both sides at once.

This afternoon, if the weather cooperates, you can hike through the Narrows,

Zion classic. Youodl | wade into the i
Small waterfalls and hanging gesadascade down the canyon walls, which rise 1,0(
(Note: Youwilget wet on this hike, Sso wear

shoes with sufficient tread and toe protection, such as hiking boots or running s
the best choice.)

Instead of hiking, you can join Zion Adventure Company ondayuithtroduction tc
technical canyoneering (no experience required). This optional activity is not in
the trip price.

The Desert Pearl swimming pool will be a welcomed sight df@rytd s wo r
more leisurely day, spend time in the charming town of Springdale, where you ce
i ndulge in an afternoon spa treat mert
amazing natural beauty at every turn. Tonight, headorimigd@le for dinner on you
own.Lodging: Desert Pearl Inn

DAY 4
SHUTTLE TO BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARK 2% HOURS

FAIRYLAND LOOP 6.3 MILES

Youol | know wedve reached Bryce Cany
bowl of rock filled with geolagioddities, including stone spires, minarets and s
natural bridges in brilliant hues of orange, pink and red. A morning shuttle brin
t his bi zarre wonderl|l and, whi ch Ebenc¢
| ose a c owsitodcenlehiswophearvikit, with exhibits illustrating the form
of the Bryce Amphitheater, displays providing insight into the Paiute Indians &
explorers and settlers, slide shows and naturalist programs. Following a picnic lul
rim, descend into the canyon via Fairyland Loop, a sékitad section of the park fille
with fantastical hoodoos, the totem gshleped rock spires that characterize Bryce.
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Top Reasons Why
you should take this trip

We provide a variety of route
options so you can do as much or as
little activity as you like
each day.

You don't have to sweat the details!
Backroads takes care of everything-
-from making sure your luggage is
waiting for you in your room to
appearing with a cool drink or a lift
when you need it the most-allowing
you to enjoy a carefree vacation full
of fun and relaxation.

Traveling with Backroads is about
making connections: with places
and people, history and culture,

fellow travelers--perhaps you'll even
discover something new about
yourself!

Our Trip Leaders have undergone
hundreds of hours of training and
are the best in the industry.

Tonight we settle in at a higher elevation (7,978 feet), enjoying thercaoatetall stanc
of ponderosa pine. Our home, the rustic Bryce Canyon Lodge, is a short walk
canyon rimLodging: Bryce Canyon Lodge

DAY 5
QUEENG6 S GARDE®MLOOR MIKE3.9 MILES (580-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

LONGER OPTION: PEEK-A-BOO LOOP 8.2 MILES (800-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
FREE TIME IN BRYCE

After a hearty breakfast, expl ore Br
Hike down into the canyon, where whimsically shaped rocks huddle beneat
Victoria hoodoo.s Atf tyiomedsr,e ywauloklilnmghr:
even on another planet. Look for a ridge covered with bristlecone pine, some of t
' iving organisms on earth, which thr
youol l j oi np Ttaihamd hike thraughoa narmw canyon punctuated b
stone bridges. Prepare for a steep climb to the rim at SundetoPoakie a detour o
PeekA-Boo Loop, a strenuous trail with plenty of ups and downs as well as views
Castle, AlligatoSilent City and Wall of Windows.

You can also opt to explore the canyon on horseback (this activity is not includ
trip price, and reservations shoul d
afternoon to take in the views, walk alongdhgon rim or just relax at the lodgelginc
Bryce Canyon Lodge

DAY 6
MORNING HIKE 1 OR 1.5 MILES

SHUTTLE TO ST. GEORGE 3 HOURS

On our final day, your leaders will choose the most appropriate route based or
conditions. We may do a morning vedding the rim of Bryce Canyon or visit the for
and subalpine meadows near Cedar Breaks National Monument. Afterward, w
picnic lunch before returning to St.
Depart i na-tipldgstis. e nd

ARRIVING & DEPARTING

Please note that meeting and departing times provided here were current at tf
printing, but are subject to chanBeEASE DO NOT BOOK YOUR FLIGHTS
UNTIL YOU ARE CONFIRMED ON YOUR VACATION AND HAVE
VERIFIED THE DETAILS OF ARRIVING & DEPARTING WITH YOUR
TRIP CONSULTANT.

MEETING TIME AND LOCATION

On the first day of the trip, meet your Backroads Trip Leaders either at 11:30 a.
lobby of the Crystal Inar at 11:45 a.m. in the lobbyAuhericas Best Vallen in St.
Gea g e, Ut ah. (See OWhere to Stay Bef
these hotels.) From here we shuttle to Springdale, just outside Zion NatioRkdd3a!
arrive dressed in your hiking clothes with your daypack handy.



Roure Raring
to map your activity level

Backroads' route rating system is
the most comprehensive and
accurate in the travel industry. To
find out how these ratings translate
into varying levels of physical
challenge and activity, please visit
our Web site
0 www.backroads.comd
and select the route rating button
for the trip of your choice.

LEVEL 1
2i 5 miles/day
2i 3 hours/day

LEVEL 2
5-7 miles/day
2-4 hours/day

LEVEL 3
7-9 miles/day
3-5 hours/day

CONCLUSION OF THE TRIP

The trip ends in St. George Axinericas Best Valdan between 1:30 and 1:45 p
(Mountain time). From here you can catch the 2 p.m. St. George Shuttle to the L
airport, arriving between 3 and 3:30 p.m. (Pacific time). (Remember to maker
reservations when booking with the St. George Shuttle.) The Backroads van will
at the Crystal Il nn, arriving betweer
the last day of the trip, please schedule your return flight for38fgemd..

Note that in Las Vegas, the St. George Shuttle only serves McCarran Internation
| f youdd | i ke to extend your stay i
airport.

FLIGHT ARRANGEMENTS

We recommend either flying into Mc@arinternational Airport (airport code: L/
www.mccarran.com) in Las Vegas, Nevada, and arranging ground transportat
George (see next page) or flying directly into St. George.

Delta Airlines (80@211212; www.delta.com) offers several dajiytslito St. Georg
Municipal Airport (SGU; www.sgcity.org/airport) from Salt Lake City (SLC). TI
takes about 1% hours. United Airlines {30B86522; www.united.com) offers daily flic
from Los Angeles (LAX) to St. George; the flight lasts 1% hours

For help arranging air transport to and from your Backroads trip, please work v
own travel agent, the airline directly or an online travel site. For assistance locati
agent, pleasésitwww.backroads.com/gettingthere (Note that mostravel agentand
online travel sitesharge a fee for their consulting services.)

GROUND TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN LAS VEGAS AND ST. GEORGE

St. George Sh80989338320 or 43%288320; www.stgshuttle.com) runs betweer
Las Vegas airport and St. @eoand costs $30 per person each way. Reservation:
can be made by phone only, are required but not available more than three wee
the trip start. Remember to schedule the 2 p.m. return shuttle back to Las Vegas
of the trip.

~

fyoudre traveling from Las Vega s:45a.m.
(Pacific time) shuttle, which picks up at the Las Vegas airport on Level O (zero) a
at Americas Best Valuan at 10:55a.m. (Mountain time). When you make
reserat i on, pl ease tell St . George Shu
hard time locating the shuttle or it appears to be running late, call the shuttle offic
9338320 for an update on the status of your pickup. Gratuities for ydbedsge
Shuttle driver are not included in the price.

TRANSPORTATION IN AND AROUND ST. GEORGE

e We suggesQuality Cal4356565222). Most poirb-point fares within Si
George are $10 or less.

e Car rental companies with offices at the St. George aighadeAvis(800230
4898; www.avis.com) andrtz(8006543131; www.hertz.com).


http://www.backroads.com/

Norte

While the information presented
here details thi
planned routes, activities,
accommodations, meeting and
departing times, we are constantly
seeking new opportunities to
enhance this itinerary and your
experience. Naturally, we will keep
you up to date on any changes that
may affect your arrival, departure
or lodging.

DRIVING TO ST. GEORGE

St. George, Utah, is located 120 miles northeast of Las Vegas off Interstate 15.
takes approximately 2 hoursl eas e not e 1 Hoar betwean bas Véga
(Pacific time) and St. George (Mountain time)From Interstate 15, take Exit #6
Bluff Street and turn left at the end of the ramp. Continue over the interstate ar
left on Hilton Drive, then immediately bear to the Téfie Crystal Inn is on the right.
youdre coming from Salt Lake City (
ramp, take the first left on Hilton Drive and follow the road as it immediately beal
left. The Crystal Inn is on the righ#50 South Hilton Drive; 48887477).

You can park your car at the Crystal Inn for the duration of the trip. Please
yourself at the front desk as a Back

TRANSPORTATION IN LAS VEGAS

The followng transportation services are available between McCarran Intel
Airport and hotels on the Strip and in downtown Las Vegas. For additional optic
the airportds Web site at www. mccarrtr

Bell Trans Limos (8002747433 or 702397990; wwv.belitrans.com) offers shar:
shuttle service from the airport to the Strip for $5.50 per persavapn&10.50 pe
person rourdrip. Service to downtown is $7 per personwae $13 rounttip. You
can buy tickets outside Door #11 in the baggage alaa. Reservations are requiret
shuttle service from hotels back to the airport. The shuttle runs 24 hours a day
week.

Gray Line Shuttle Bus(7027395700; www.graylinelasvegas.com) is located out:
Doors #9 and #10 in the baggageclm ar ea of the airpor
2, youdl Il find Gray Line outside of
minutes, 24 hours a day. The cost per person is $5W8yor#l0.50 rourtdp to the
Strip and $7.75 ofeay $14.50 rounttip to downtown. For departures from hotels k
to the airport, you must call and make reservations 24 hours before your flight.
picks up and drops off at all downtown and Strip hotels.

Citizens Area Transit(CAT) System (7022287433; www.catride.com) can also |
reliable way to navigate Las Vegas. Buses depart the airport below the baggag:
at Level O (zero). The fare is $2 to the Strip and $1.25 to all other downtown dest

WHERE TO STAY BEX@REER YOURIP

For help arranging prer posttrip hotels in conjunction with your Backroads trip, pl
work with your travel agent or the hotels directly. For assistance locating a tra
please visit . (Note that most travel agenotsarge ¢
fee for their consulting services.)

Of course, we also recommend extending your stay at either of the hotels that w
this trip; see the sidebar above for details.

Please refdo the Hotel Room Rate Guide in the sidebar for starting emdoipancy
rates. Note that the chart reflects the Internet and/or Best Available rates, wh
accurate at the time of printing, batel rates are always subject to change.


http://www.backroads.com/gettingthere

Hotel Room Rate Guide
(U.S. dollars penight)

Up to$100..........cccccveeeeee. €
$10D5200.......ccciiiieeeerinns (ofe!
$20B300.........cccommrnenn CcCcC
$308500........comn.e.... CCCC
$501and up .........CCCCC

ST. GEORG

CRYSTAL INN (A MEETING LOCATION ON DAY 1 AND A DROP-OFF LOCATION ON DAY 6)

A stay at the Crystal limra spot where our trip starts and éndso u | d n 6t
convenient. The inn offers all the comforts and amenities ofsarfide resort: wel
appointedrooms, complimentary breakfast buffet, arsitenrestaurant and spa e
fitness facilities. 1450 South Hilton Drive; Phone:48Z7978 or 43%887477,
www.crystalinns.comt01 rooms. Special Backroads Rate From $65 Let the

reservationist know thatpy u ar e a Backroads guest
when booking, or , if booking online,
field.

The Crystal Inn provides a complimentary shuttle Anmericas Best Vallen (the St.
George Shuttle dreqff spot) Please call the Crystal Inn upon arrividgregricas Bes
Valueto request a pickup.

AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN (A MEETING LOCATION ON DAY 1 AND A DROP-OFF LOCATION ON DAY 6)

As the pickup and dropff point for the St. George Shutthenericas Best Valug a
conwenient place to start your Backroads adventure. Featuring newly remode
rooms, a heated outdoor pool, freeRiVaccess and a continental breakfast. 915
Bluff Street; Phone: 86888383 or 43%888383; www.shuttlelodgeinn.com; 76 roc
Special Backroads Rate From $59 Let the reservationist know that you are
Backroads guest when booking.

GREENE GATE VILLAGE BED-AND-BREAKFAST

Comprised of nine meticulously restored homes and cottages, each with its ov
layout and decor, thisenehai ng ovil |l aged6 i s full 0
that youdd have found in the | ate 1¢
photos of the houses, rooms and grounds. Breakfast is included. 76 West T
Street; Phone: 83506999; www.greenegate.com; 9 homes Withpfivate rooms
Ratesg

AVA HOUSE INN & SPA

This Victorian bedndbreakfast has been recently transformed into a modern spa
Innkeeper Jill and her staff have made every effort to create a, rpxipering
experience for guest s, and it shows
original homeowners, are individually decorated and outfitted with plush bedding
to make time for a spa treatment, massage or yoga class. Afterua et breakfas
included in your stay, you can leisurely explore Main Street and the Brigham You
Home, just two blocks away. 278 North 100 West; Phone673B855;
www.avahousespa.com; 4 rooms. Rates:

GREEN VALLEY SPA AND RESORT

With amultitude of rejuvenating beauty treatments and activities ranging from te
yoga to boxing and dance classes, this renowned spa offers a relaxing ¢
invigorating haven in St. George. The attention toifidétamh the daily personal not
left in your room to the freshly arranged flower bouquets that appear eachfinvaith
make you feel pampered every moment of your stay. Be sure to venture ot
morning hikes to experience the inspiring beauty of theciedanyons and petroglyg
up close. 1871 West Canyon View Drive; Phone23BaID68 or 43%288060;
www.greenvalleyspa.com; 45 rooms. Rates:



Hotel Room Rate Guide
(U.S. dollars penight)

Up to$100...........ooveeeemeeee. ¢
$10B5200......cccevviieeeerimnnns (ofe!
$20B300..........ccomerrenn CcCcC
$308500........comn..... CCCC
$501and up ..........CCCCC

IVINS: NEAR ST. GHOR

RED MOUNTAIN SPA

The Red Mountain Spa is surrounded by an inspiring landscape of canyons an
rock formaions. Classes, lectures, a host of activities for the outdoor and fitness €
and three healthful gourmet meals daily are part of -thelsdive package. Spaci
guest rooms are tastefully furnished, and-sefuice spa and fithess centeradso on
site. 1275 East Red Mountain Circle; Phone:4@ERD02 or 43%734905;
www.redmountainspa.com; 82 rooms, 12 suites.tRates.E

LAS VEGAS

DESERT ROSE RESORT

The Desert Rose Resort is an ideal place to relax between visits todkeit2dént on
the Vegas Strip, located just a block away. The hotel offers spacicarsd dmes
bedroom suites with balconies, a-suaked pool and hot tub, exercise facility a

breakfast buffet. 5051 Duke Ellington Way; Phone: -73®2000;
www.desertrosesort.com; 284 suites. Rages:

MANDALAY BAY

Of fering a oOPacific South Seasd expc

style with Balinese carvings, lush foliage, trtiperaéd lounges and most importar
an llacre sand beach witHd®t ocean waves to transport you from the desert
tropical paradi se. Make time to get
dangerous underwater creatures at the Shark Reef aquarium. Plenty of entertai
great cuisine are availablléhes exotic resort, including the House of Blues, many
awargwi nni ng Broadway shows, and Charl
Boulevard South; Phone: &327800 or 705327777, www.mandalaybay.com; 3
rooms. Rate& E

PARIS

A woman wearing a navy beret and riding an antique bike decked out with a bas
baguettes and fresh flowers passes Yy
forget that youdre not really i wyinghaHe
scale replicas of the Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triomphe and Paris Opera House a
quaint Parisian streets lined with boulangeries and cafés, Paris gives you a wortl
of this magnificent European city close to home. 3655 Las VelgaaBoBouth; Phon
8777962096 or 87h034386; www.parislv.com; 2,916 rooms, including 295
Rateske E

THE PALMS

A 21stcentury addition to The Strip, the Palms ups the ante on hotel extravagant
a threestory spa overlooks jungle gardamsa swimming pool painted luscious lave
Simulated thunderstorms threaten at the sultry dance club Rain, while the Glseti
50 stories atop the glasmed hotél guarantees glittering city views. Things tone
in most guest rooms, where walls washed in earth tones and the plush bedd
imported from Europe. 4321 West Flamingo Road; Phot82l88877 or 70B427777;
www.palms.com; 455 rooms and suites. Rates:



Hotel Room Rate Guide
(U.S. dollars penight)

Up to$100..........cocceeeeeeee. €
$10B5200.......cccceiieieerinnns (ofe!
$20D5300......cccevieemeeee. cCC
$308500........comn...... CCCC
$501and up ..........CCCCC

THE VENETIAN

Recreating Venice under one enormous roof, the Venegas affvorld of piazza
arched bridges, a faux sky that changes depending upon the time of day, exclu
boutiqgues, frescoed corridors, gold
Grand Canal. Upon entering, you immediately etecoa lifesize canal filled wit
gondoliers and flanked by pink and terracotta Vessetiam | e t ownhous
the exclusive Canyon Ranch Spa Club, a €908@foot fitness oasis that include:
rockclimbing wall. And the food? The Vénatn f eatures som
celebrated restaurants, including Lutece and Postrio. 3355 Las Vegas Boulev
Phone: 87-B5%1861 (for reservations) or 7AA1000; www.venetian.com; 4,049 sL
Ratese E

BELLAGIO

The epitome of glamouné decadence, the Bellagio invites you into an extravagar
unlike any other. If thed&re lake with 1,200 jets shooting water 240 feet intaittzad
timed to musical scofesl o e s n 0t i mpress you, t hén
choreographed thin a giant podl will. Complementing these spectacular shows
attractions are the Bellagio Gallery of Fine Art, showcasing works by Monet an
the Botanical Garden, European boutiques and an incredible selection of re:
inclubdhgNewYorBs Le Cirgque. 3600 Las -38@666Y sr
7026937111; www.bellagiolasvegas.com; 3,933 rooms, including SRatestes.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

While the following hot el s ar e mo r ¢
included them for their comfortable accommodations and convenient locations.

BEST WESTERN McCARRAN INN (LAS VEGAS AIRPORT)

4970 Paradise Road; Phone-@®B¥575 or 702985530; www.bestwestern.com;
rooms. Rateg

COMFORT INN (LAS VEGAS AIRPORT)
4350Paradise Road; Phone:-8382000; www.comfortinn.com; 106 rooms. Rates:

THE ORLEANS HOTEL AND CASINO (OFF THE STRIP)

4500 West Tropicana Avenue; Phone: -386Z111 or
www.orleanscasino.com; 1,886 rooms. Rates:

80®753267;

We hope you've found this information useful, but nothing substitutes
for speaking with one of our experienced Trip Consultants. Please call
800-462-2848 Monday-Sunday, between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Pacific time.



