BACKROADS

THE WORLD'S #1 ACTIVE TRAVEL COMPANY.
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AN EASTERN EUROPEAN ODYSSEY

Come with Backroads on this one-of-a-kind journey to experience Eastern Europe’s
re-emergence. From Budapest, travel to Hungary’s idyllic wine-growing area, Tokaj. Walk
from private vineyards to medieval towns before shuttling into Slovakia’s famed Spis
region. Hike through hills to Slovakia’s largest castle, then venture into more challenging
mountain terrain and varied weather in the High Tatras, the loftiest range of the
Carpathians. Weather permitting, gondolas whisk us to grand heights for hikes past
9,000-foot granite peaks, emerald mountain lakes and alpine flora. As a final flourish, visit
Krakow, a city buzzing with history and architectural wonders.

DAY 1

Meet your Backroads Trip Leaders (the folks wearing Backroads T-shirts) at 8:30 a.m.
in the lobby of the Budapest InterContinental, located 200 yards southeast of Chain
Bridge (Apaczai Csere |.U. 12—14). Please arrive dressed in your hiking clothes and
have your daypack and rain jacket handy. See “Arriving & Departing” for additional
logistics information.

SHUTTLE TO TARCAL 3 HOURS
DEGENFELD WARM-UP WALK 5 MILES (300-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

Welcome to the heart of Europe! From Budapest, we shuttle through the countryside to
the small town of Tarcal, set in Hungary’s famed Tokaj-Hegyalja wine region, a World
Heritage site. Upon arrival at the luxurious Baroque-style Gréf Degenfeld Castle Hotel, a
former royal estate with its own vineyard, we get better acquainted over a lunch of
delicious local specialties. Today’s warm-up walk is a great introduction to the rolling
terrain youll experience this week. Wander along footpaths through the surrounding
vineyards, pass the hotel’s winery and ascend to a tiny abandoned church. The vistas from
here are impressive—you’ll enjoy a nice overview of small villages, orchards and
grapevine-laced hills of Hungarian wine country.

This evening we gather for a reception followed by dinner in the hotel’s restaurant
overlooking the adjacent parkland. Lodging: Grif Degenfeld Castle Hotel

DAY 2
TOKAJ ROUTE 6.3 MILES WITH SHUTTLE (1,500-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

FREE TIME IN TOKAJ

Ready for some climbs today? From the hotel, we follow footpaths and narrow winding
dirt roads to a ridge in the Tokaj hills. The ridgeline leads to the romantic old town of
Tokaj, settled by French and Italian vintners in the Middle Ages. Thanks to its fertile
volcanic soil, sunny hillsides and mild climate, this region is ideal for grape cultivation—it’s
even thought that the Celts had vineyards here. Make your way to the town square, and
spend some time exploring and people watching. Head to a café for lunch on your own,
browse the shops, wander through the museum and admire the surrounding architecture.
After a short shuttle in the afternoon, you’ll have time to enjoy the hotel’s swimming pool,
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GROF DEGENFELD
CASTLE HOTEL
(2 nights) Slumber in elegance
at this 19th-century palace, a
member of Small Luxury Hotels
of the World, which features a
sunny terrace,
wine bar, tennis courts, a
swimming pool and splendidly
appointed guest rooms.
Tarcal, Hungary
phone: 36-47-580-400
www.hotelgrofdegenfeld.hu

GRANDHOTEL PRAHA
(2 night) This 1905 Hapsburg-
yellow grande dame rests at the
foot of
the second loftiest peak of the
High Tatras.
Tatranska Lomnica, Slovakia
phone: 421-(0)52-446-7941-6
www.ghpraha.sk

HOTEL KOLOWRAT
(1 night) Alpine accommodations
with superb mountain views, a
swimming pool, sauna, solarium,
massage service, bowling,
billiards and a fithess center.
Javorina, Slovakia
phone: 421-(0)52-476-3111
www.hotelkolowrat.sk

continued on next page

sauna and tennis courts. Before dinner we gather for a wine tasting in the ancient Rakoczi
cellars, built during the 15th century and owned by kings, princes and generals. The Tokaj
foothills became the world’s first appellation contrilée and are now listed as a World Heritage
site. You're in for a treat if you’ve never sampled Tokaj wine before; Louis XIV has
described it as the “wine of kings and the king of wines.” Lodging: Grif Degenfeld Castle Hotel

DAY 3
SHUTTLE TO ZEHRA 4 HOURS

SPIS CASTLE HIKE 2.9 MILES (600-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
LONGER OPTION: SPISSKA KAPITULA 5.4 MILES (1,000-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
SHUTTLE TO TATRANSKA LOMNICA 1 HOUR

It’s a big travel day today, as we drive from Hungary into Slovakia—and into old-world
Europe. Our destination is the Spis region of eastern Slovakia, where rolling forested hills
and distant high peaks resemble the Cascades of the United States. Along the way, explore
the 12th-century Spi§ Castle. Poised on a limestone cliff at the crossroads of medieval
merchant routes, this World Heritage site is one of the largest and most distinctive castles
in Central Europe.

From the castle, it’s not too much farther to Tatranska Lomnica, a lively resort town known
as the gateway to the High Tatras. We spend the night amid historic elegance at the
Grandhotel Praha, resplendent with its bright red roof and coat of Hapsburg yellow, set
beneath Lomnicky peak. After getting settled in your room, head out and have a look
around Tatranska Lomnica. (There’s a fun bobsleigh ride a short stroll away.) Or take
advantage of the amenities at our hotel—unwind in the sauna, soak in the hot tub or swim
a few laps in the indoor pool. Lodging: Grandhote! Praha

DAY 4
HIGH TATRAS HIKE 8.7 MILES, DESCENDING VIA GONDOLA (1,500-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

STRENUOUS OPTION: 7.5 MILES (1,200-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

We’re perfectly situated to take advantage of a favorite Tatra hike. Fuel up with a hearty
breakfast because today’s route poses some challenges, with steeper slopes and uneven,
rocky footing. We travel by gondola into the High Tatras on the border between Slovakia
and Poland. The highest section of the Carpathian Mountains, it’s hailed as Europe’s
grandest mountain range, aside from the Alps. The loftiest peaks of the Tatras are found in
Slovakia, while the region’s largest lakes are in Poland. Our path winds past spruce forests,
river crossings and waterfalls before a gradual climb for views of the dramatic rocky peaks.

If you’re in the mood for a workout, choose the strenuous option. You’ll literally cross the
High Tatras, ascending about 1,200 feet and skirting around alpine lakes and windswept
granite peaks. Descend into Javorina Valley, where you’ll come upon Chalet Pri Zelenom
Plese (Chalet at the Green Lake), an alpine hiker’s hut built in 1924 and one of the most
dramatically situated chalets in the High Tatras. (The longer option is challenging with lots
of loose rocks on the trails, so be sure to take your time and grab onto the fixed chains to
help maintain your footing.) At the hut, refuel with soup, a sandwich and inspiring vistas.
Continue on the trail by way of a valley, with mountain ranges towering above and forests
and rivers at trail-level. Ride the gondola down to our awaiting shuttle.

Tonight’s excellent alpine accommodations feature mountain views, a swimming pool,
bowling alley and more. Enjoy! Lodging: Hotel Kolowrat
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HOTEL BELVEDERE
RESORT & SPA
(2 nights) Enjoy well-appointed
guest rooms, a swimming pool,
massage treatments, a hot tub,
sauna and full fitness center at this
luxurious hotel in a spectacular
mountain setting.
Zakopane, Poland
phone: 48-(0)18-2021-200
www.belvederehotel.pl

HOTEL COPERNICUS
(1 night) This elegant Relais &
Chéateaux-member hotel is setin a
beautifully restored Renaissance

building and offers a small
swimming pool, fithess room, sauna

and views of Wawel Castle.

Krakéw, Poland
phone: 48-(0)12-4243-400
www.hotelcopernicus.com

DAY 5
SHUTTLE TO MORSKIE OKO 45 MINUTES

WIELKI STAW HIKE 9.5 MILES WITH SHUTTLE (2,800-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)
SHORTER OPTION: MORSKIE OKO 7.9 MILES WITH SHUTTLE (2,200-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

This morning, we shuttle across the border and set our sights on the Polish side of the
Tatras. For the next two days we’ll tackle challenging terrain that warrants careful foot
placement; a professional certified Polish hiking guide will be on hand to help. Leave the
crowds at the trailhead for the chance to see native fauna—if we’re very lucky, we could
see wildcats, boars and maybe even chamois or black bears. Make your ascent to Morskie
Oko, one of the few lakes in the Tatras with a natural supply of fish, easily visible in the
clear water. An alpine hiker’s hut along the shore is the perfect resting spot for eating your
pack lunch. If you’re up for the climb, continue to the saddle of the Mieguszowiecki
Kociol ridge for an outstanding view of the Valley of Five Polish Lakes. Descend slowly as
you navigate the steep and slippery footing. Those who have opted for the long route will
be greeted at the end with a traditional horse-drawn buggy to bring you, with open-top
view of the mountains, back to the trailhead. From here we shuttle to Zakopane, a vibrant
town touted by physicians in the 1880s for the curative properties of its mountain climate.
It’s currently known as Poland’s winter sports capital.

Depending on when you arrive in town, you may have time to shop and explore. If you
opt for a caffeine fix, don’t worry, that’s not motor oil in your cup. It’s Polish-style
coffee—thick, strong, drunk black and with lots of sugar! In the mood to soothe your
hiking muscles? Pamper yourself with a spa treatment (not included in the trip price) at our
hotel’s state-of-the-art fitness center, swim a few laps in the pool or enjoy a soak in the hot
tub. Cap off the day with dinner at the hotel’s elegant restaurant. Lodging: Hotel Belvedere
Resort & Spa

DAY 6
KASPROWY WIERCH HIKE 9.3 MILES WITH SHUTTLE (2,400-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

Today you have another opportunity to experience the glory of the High Tatras. The hike
begins with an ascent up a rocky incline before reaching the crest that rewards you with
breathtaking views of the Zakopane valley. You might be tempted to have lunch at the
group of huts awaiting you ahead, but we recommend waiting to eat along the Black Lake’s
picturesque shore, if weather permits.

Take in the clean mountain air and the stunning setting, looking up to Mount Rysy,
Poland’s highest mountain, whose lofty peaks tower above a steep slope of green forest to
the awaiting lake. The return to Kunize is downbhill, but watch your footing because the
path is known to have loose rocks.

This evening, dinner is on your own in Zakopane, which has no shortage of restaurants
offering hearty Polish gdrale (mountaineer) cuisine, as well as kebabs, potato pancakes

(placki) and waffles with whipped cream (gofry). Lodging: Hotel Belvedere Resort & Spa

DAY 7
KIRY HIKE 5 MILES (100-FOOT ELEVATION GAIN)

SHUTTLE TO KRAKOW 2 HOURS
FREE TIME IN KRAKOW

Start the day with an easy countryside hike in the alpine setting above Zakopane, replete
with pine tree forests, haystacks and farmers tending to their sheep. Take a closer look at



lop Reasons Why
your shawuld take Bhis trip

We provide a variety of route
options so you can do as much or as
little activity as you like each day.

You'll stay in the area’s finest

hotels, each carefully selected

based on our rigorous quality
standards.

You'll enjoy the best of the region's
cuisine, as well as Backroads'
trademark grand picnics.

Our Trip Leaders have undergone
hundreds of hours of training and
are the best in the industry.

the architecture of the alpine wooden homes as we wander through the storybook villages.

Later, say goodbye to Zakopane and shuttle to Krakow, where you have time to explore
and eat lunch on your own. There’s so much to see and do in Krakow, it’s easy to make
the most of this captivating city. (We suggest staying on a few extra days if you can.) It’s
flat, easy to navigate on foot and positively spilling over with history, noteworthy
architecture and wonderful places to eat and drink. Most of the city’s intriguing sites—
except for the hilltop Wawel Castle and the Jewish quarter of Kazimierz, with its ancient
synagogues—can be found within the Planty, a greenbelt encircling the Old Town. Enjoy
the magnificent main square, the biggest in medieval Europe, which bustles with buskers,
flower and candy vendors, loitering students, guidebook-weary tourists and more than a
few pigeons. Or venture off the beaten path to the atmospheric cafés surrounding the
square. Try the local spirits. Or have some coffee and cake. Fear the waiter wants his table
back an hour later? Ask for water “with gas” and linger a bit longer.

We think you’ll like the charm and old-world elegance of Hotel Copernicus, located at the
foot of Wawel Castle on one of the city’s most charming streets. At tonight’s festive
farewell dinner, raise a toast to an unforgettable experience in FEastern Europe. Lodging:
Hotel Copernicus

DAY 8
WALKING TOUR OF KRAKOW 2% HOURS

This morning you can add a final flourish to your trip by joining our guided walk through
Krakow’s Old Town. If you’d rather sleep in, feel free to do so and wrap up your trip with
a leisurely breakfast instead.

If you would prefer to visit the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum (about an
hour’s drive from Krakéw) today, please let your Trip Leaders know. While we don’t offer
a group tour here, out of respect for anyone who seeks a more personal and introspective
experience, we’re happy to help you arrange transportation to the site, and even a guide if
you wish.

We say our goodbyes after the walking tour; please see “Arriving & Departing” for end-of-
trip logistics.

ARRIVING & DEPARTING

Please note that meeting and departing times provided here were current at the time of
printing, but are subject to change. PLEASE DO NOT BOOK YOUR FLIGHTS
UNTIL YOU ARE CONFIRMED ON YOUR VACATION AND HAVE
VERIFIED THE DETAILS OF ARRIVING & DEPARTING WITH YOUR
TRIP CONSULTANT.

MEETING LOCATION AND TIME

On the first day of the trip, we meet in Budapest, Hungary, at 8:30 a.m. in the lobby of the
Budapest InterContinental, located 200 yards southeast of Chain Bridge (Apaczai Csere
J.U. 12-14; Phone: 36-1-327-6333; www.ichotelsgroup.com). Look for your Backroads
Trip Leaders, who will be wearing Backroads T-shirts. Please arrive dressed in your hiking
clothes and have your daypack and rain jacket handy. From Budapest, we shuttle 3 hours to
the town of Tarcal.



CONCLUSION OF THE TRIP

- Our trip ends in Krakéw’s city center at 11:30 a.m. Your Backroads leaders will arrange
iy

taxi transportation to the airport for anyone who plans to fly out of Krakéw on the last

Route Rating day. The drive to the airport takes approximately 20 minutes, depending on traffic, so

fo aap your activity fevel please be sure to plan your departure time accordingly.
Backroads' route rating system is
the most comprehensive and
accurate in the travel industry. To
find out how these ratings translate
into varying levels of physical
challenge and activity, please visit

FLIGHT ARRANGEMENTS

This trip begins in Budapest, Hungary, and ends in Krakéw, Poland. We suggest flying
into Budapest (aitport code: BUD; www.bud.hu/english), and flying out of Krakéw

our Web site
—www.backroads.com—

and select the route rating button

for the trip of your choice.

LEVEL 2
5—7 miles/day
2—4 hours/day

LEVEL 3
7—9 miles/day
3—5 hours/day

LEVEL 4
9—11 miles/day
4—6 hours/day

(airport code: KRK; www.lotnisko-balice.pl/strona_en.html).

For help arranging air transport to and from your Backroads trip, please work with your
own travel agent, the airline directly or an online travel site. For assistance locating a travel
agent, please visit www.backroads.com/gettingthere. (Note that most travel agents and
online travel sites charge a fee for their consulting services.)

TRANSPORTATION FROM THE AIRPORT TO THE INTERCONTINENTAL AND CENTRAL BUDAPEST
The Budapest airport is located 25-40 minutes outside of the city.

Taxi service from the airport to the InterContinental costs $30—$40. Be sure to ask for
the fare in advance.

Budapest Airport Minibus service is available from the airport to central Budapest for
approximately $15 per person.

Hotel Room Rate Guide
(U.S. dollars per night)
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$501 and Up .o +eeee

WHERE TO STAY BEFORE & AFTER YOUR TRIP

SUGGESTED ACCOMMODATIONS

For help arranging pre- or post-trip hotels in conjunction with your Backroads trip, please
work with your travel agent or the hotels directly. For assistance locating a travel agent
please visit . (Note that most travel agents charge a
fee for their consulting services.) Of course, we also recommend extending your stay at

any of the hotels that we visit on this trip; see the sidebar above for details.

Please refer to the Hotel Room Rate Guide in the sidebar for starting double-occupancy
rates. Note that the chart reflects the Internet and/or Best Available rates, which were
accurate at the time of printing, but hotel rates are always subject to change.

Keep in mind that even in first-class hotels, rooms are smaller than those in typical U.S.
hotels. Rooms on the street tend to be noisy, so you might want to request a room
overlooking the hotel’s garden or courtyard. Make your reservations early during the
busy season.

BUDAPEST

INTERCONTINENTAL BUDAPEST (OUR MEETING LOCATION ON DAY 1)

This modern hotel is well situated on the Pest side of the city, overlooking Castle Hill and
the Danube and adjacent to Chain Bridge. Guest rooms have wonderful views and are well
appointed with tasteful furnishings. After indulging in a pastry or two at the on-site Corso
Restaurant, head to the hotel’s fitness center, where you’ll find an indoor swimming pool,
cardio machines, weights and a sauna. Massage treatments are also available. Apaczai Csere
J.U. 12-14; Phone: 36-1-327-6333; www.ichotelsgroup.com; 398 rooms. Rates: + + +



Hotel Room Rate Guide
(U.S. dollars per night)

Up to $100
$101-200 .........
$201-300 ....
$301-500 .........
$501 and up

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL GRESHAM PALACE BUDAPEST

If you’re in the mood to treat yourself to a top-end hotel experience, there’s no better
choice than Four Seasons. At this Budapest landmark (considered one of the finest
examples of Art Nouveau architecture in the world), you’ll enjoy the ultimate in luxury and
intuitive service. Guest rooms are grand, offering marble bathrooms with deep soaking
tubs and featuring original architectural details such as vaulted ceilings and private
balconies with panoramic views of the Danube and the hills of Buda. Massage service and
spa treatments are worth the hefty price tag. Or spend time in the infinity-edge lap pool,
sauna, exercise room and steam room. Roosevelt Tér 5-6; Phone: 800-819-5053 (in North
America) or 36-1-268-6000; www.fourseasons.com/budapest; 179 rooms. Rates: + 4 4 +

SOFITEL BUDAPEST

Resting alongside the Danube in the heart of the city, this modern luxury hotel provides
outstanding views of the Chain Bridge and Wawel Castle. Guest rooms are elegantly
furnished and very well appointed with all the amenities you’d expect from a Sofitel hotel,
including mini bars, plentiful toiletries and luxuriously large baths. A heated indoor
swimming pool, sauna, solarium, fitness center, massage service, Internet access, two
restaurants and two bars add to the enjoyment of your stay. Roosevelt Tér 2; Phone: 36-1-
266-1234; www.accorhotels.com; 296 room and 54 suites. Rates: + + + +

ANDRASSY HOTEL

Hungary’s first member of Small Luxury Hotels of the world, the Andrassy is located a
few miles from the center of town in a posh neighborhood just off Pest’s Andrassy
Avenue (on a Metro line). The guest rooms are decorated with vintage Hungarian
furniture, carpets and prints; about half the rooms offer a terrace. If you feel like splurging
a bit, go for one of the suites, which are much more spacious than the standard rooms and
feature large bathrooms with massage showers. Andrassy at 111; Phone: 36-1-462-2100;
www.andrassyhotel.com; 62 room and 7 suites. Rates: + +

ZARA BOUTIQUE HOTEL

The Zara is the first and only Hungarian member of Epoque Hotels, which represents
innovative and creatively designed boutique hotels in major cities. What the modern hotel
lacks in guest room size it more than makes up for in service, amenities and location (just
off the pedestrian-only Vaci utca and across from the Great Market Hall). You’ll
appreciate the 24-hour reception desk and concierge, complimentary breakfast and airport
shuttle service. SO u. 6; Phone: 36-1-357-6170; www.zarahotels.com; 74 rooms. Rates: + +

KRAKOW

HOTEL COPERNICUS (OUR HOTEL ON DAY 7)

A top-of-the-line hotel, located in a great neighborhood in Old Town, the Copernicus is
considered among the city’s most interesting examples of medieval residential architecture.
According to legend, Copernicus himself stayed here, and traces of the hotel’s history can
be seen in the Renaissance portals, paintings and mosaics. The hotel is located at the foot
of Wawel Castle on a charming street, shoulder-to-shoulder with stately tenement houses
dating back to the Middle Ages. Amid the old-world ambience, you’ll enjoy no shortage of
modern comforts, including guest rooms decked out in velvet and silk, marble bathrooms
and a rooftop bar with great «castle views. ul. Kanonicza 16;
www.hotel.com.pl/copernicus/english/english.htm; Phone: 48-(0)12-4243-400; 29 rooms.
Rates: + +++
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HOTEL AMADEUS

Welcoming guests with the style and romantic ambience reminiscent of Mozart’s era, this
hotel offers a pleasurable night’s stay. Though they vary in size and décor, the guest rooms
are bright and cheery, elegantly furnished with Victorian antiques and appointed with such
special touches as terry bathrobes and electric kettles. Consider dining at the hotel’s well-
regarded restaurant, decorated in Italian Baroque style and offering an array of wonderful
European dishes. ul. Mikolajska 20; Phone: 48-(0)12-4296-070; www.hotel-amadeus.pl; 22
rooms. Rates: 4+ +

HOTEL WENTZL

Its ideal location right on Krakéw’s main square makes this hotel an excellent choice for
anyone who wants to fully soak up the spirit of this amazing city. Set in a restored 15th-
century townhouse, the Wentzl features guest rooms with dark wood beam ceilings and
huge soundproofed windows offering views of the activity on the square. You’ll also enjoy
extra perks like comfy robes and porcelain tea sets in each room. And for the ultimate
taste of history, visit the hotel’s restaurant, which has been in operation since 1792, serving
hearty Polish specialties. (You can’t help but notice the huge painting of the Virgin Mary
on the building’s facade. Local lore claims that the artist was a student at the Academy of
Art, who painted the image as payment for his restaurant bill.) Rynek Gléwny 19; Phone:
48-(0)12-4302-664; www.wentzl.pl; 12 rooms. Rates: + + +

HOTEL SASKI

Housed in a 16th-century building not too far from the main square, the Saski offers
simple yet comfortable accommodations in a fantastic Old Town location. The more
budget-conscious rooms have shared baths. The hotel’s popular restaurant and bar, the
Metropolitan, serves contemporary fusion fare in stylish surroundings of faux frescos,
black and white photos and cherry wood floors. ul. Slawkowska 3; Phone: 48-(0)12-4214-
222; www.hotelsaski.com.pl; 59 rooms. Rates: 4+ +

POD ROZA HOTEL

With a guest list that once included the likes of Chopin, Liszt, Balzac and Tsar Alexander
II, the Pod Roéza (“Under the Rose”) is one of the most delightful hotels in Krakow.
You're sure to appreciate its location on the fashionable shopping street, Florianska. Fach
of the handsome high-ceilinged guest rooms has been individually decorated and offers
lots of old-world charm as well as all the necessary modern amenities. Downstairs you’ll
find two restaurants worth checking out: one that serves international cuisine in
contemporary surroundings and another that offers Italian cuisine in a cozy romantic
setting. ul. Florianska 14; Phone: 48-(0)12-4243-300; www.hotelpodroza.com; 54 rooms.
Rates: + +

We hope you've found this information useful, but nothing substitutes
for speaking with one of our experienced Trip Consultants. Please call
800-462-2848 Monday-Sunday, between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Pacific time.



